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Council  Offices, 

Biddulph. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BIDDULPH 
URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1962,  the  form  of  the 
Report  being  along  the  lines  similar  to  those  of  previous  years. 

The  mid-year  estimate  of  population  showed  an  increase  of 
200,  continuing  the  trend  of  recent  years.  With  a small  decrease  in 
the  number  of  births  and  a rise  in  the  number  of  deaths,  the  excess 
of  births  over  deaths  was  only  113.  The  number  of  habitable 
dwellings  increased  by  87,  and  immigration  to  some  of  these  from 
other  areas  accounted  for  the  additional  small  increase  in 
population. 

In  1962  there  were  5 infant  deaths  an  increase  of  2,  but  still 
only  half  the  figure  for  1960.  All  5 deaths  occurred  in  the  neonatal 
period  and  none  could  be  regarded  as  reasonably  preventable. 

Total  deaths  increased  by  21  to  137,  giving  a crude  death  rate 
of  9.7  (adjusted  11.58).  Again,  diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood 
vessels  accounted  for  the  largest  group  (70).  Respiratory  diseases 
caused  20  deaths,  a decrease  of  2.  Of  these  11  were  due  to  bronchitis, 
a disease  which  remains  a scourge  of  our  industrial  and  urban  life, 
but  which  could  be  reduced  to  insignificant  proportions  as  a cause 
of  ill  health  and  death  by  more  vigorous  action  to  reduce  dust 
irritation,  atmospheric  pollution  and  by  persuading  the  younger 
generation  that  self-induced  chronic  irritation  due  to  cigarette 
smoking  is  a real  cause  of  ill-health  as  well  as  being  a threat  to 
life  itself  in  later  years.  Malignant  growths  caused  21  deaths,  two 
of  these  being  due  to  lung  cancer.  This  number  of  lung  cancer  deaths 
is,  of  course,  very  small,  but  in  the  country  as  a whole  the  lung 
cancer  epidemic  continues  unabated,  as  it  will  while  people  continue 
to  be  swayed  by  a mixture  of  compulsive  propaganda  and  drug 
addiction. 

Whooping  cough  ,once  a dreaded  scourge  of  the  young,  has 
been  largely  eliminated  as  a cause  of  death  and  severe  ill  health 
among  children.  This  has  been  achieved  by  vaccination  against  this 
disease.  However,  control  will  continue  to  depend  entirely  on  the 
degree  of  acceptance  of  vaccination  by  parents.  Some  risk  does 
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remain  to  infants  below  the  age  at  which  vaccination  is  fully  effective, 
and  of  course  to  the  older  population.  The  use  of  “ Triple  Antigen,” 
or  similar  combined  material  affording  as  it  does  simultaneous 
protection  against  whooping  cough,  tetanus  and  diphtheria  is  a 
significant  factor  in  the  elimination  or  control  of  these  diseases,  as 
numbers  of  visits  to  surgery  or  clinic  and  numbers  of  injections  are 
greatly  reduced.  Re-vaccination  at  proper  intervals  remains  essential 
to  ensure  the  highest  degree  of  protection. 

1982  was  a non-epidemic  year  for  measles,  there  being  but  7 
notifications  in  the  whole  year. 

During  the  year  52  notifications  of  Sonnei  Dysentery  were 
received,  43  of  these  being  confirmed.  These  cases  occurred  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year  and  were  part  of  the  outbreak  commencing 
in  late  1961.  During  the  course  of  investigations  a further  38  cases 
were  found.  I have  included  a small  table  later  in  this  Report  giving 
some  details  of  this  outbreak.  Strict  attention  to  personal  hygiene 
is  the  only  means  of  controlling  the  spead  of  this  disease. 

Six  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  registered  during  the  year 
and  six  were  removed,  3 as  “ recovered,”  2 as  removed  elsewhere 
and  1 died.  This  disease,  though  no  longer  as  significant  as  it  used 
to  be  as  a cause  of  prolonged  illness  and  death,  is  not  to  be  regarded 
as  other  than  a grave  social  problem.  In  an  area  where  a significant 
proportion  of  the  working  population  is  exposed  to  a specific  indus- 
trial hazard,  dust,  tuberculosis  will  remain  at  a level  above  the 
national  average. 

Fluoridation  of  water  supplies  had  been  accepted  in  principle 
by  the  Council  in  1959.  However,  following  the  publication  of  the 
Report  on  Fluoridation  in  Anglesey  and  other  areas,  and  pending  the 
outcome  of  the  discussions  with  the  Staffordshire  Potteries  Water 
Board  referred  to  later  in  this  Report,  it  was  decided  to  defer  a final 
decision.  Inevitably  there  will  be  opposition  to  the  introduction  of 
this  valuable  public  health  measure,  opposition  based  on  emotion 
and  rather  doubtful  ethical  claims  rather  than  scientific  fact,  and 
some  form  of  public  education  will,  I feel,  be  necessary  if  fluoridation 
is  finally  decided  upon. 

During  the  year  the  Council  took  a step  towards  Smoke 
Control,  resolving  in  December  that  the  model  byelaw  concerning 
the  installation  of  approved  heating  and  cooking  appliances  be 
adopted,  Ministerial  approval  being  received  early  in  1963. 

Owing  to  the  increasing  pressure  of  work,  the  Council  agreed 
to  the  appointment  of  a Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector.  This  pupil 
commenced  duty  in  September. 

Accommodation  for  the  Aged 

By  the  end  of  1962,  the  Council  had  acquired  the  site  at  Gillow 
Heath,  planning  approval  had  been  sought  and  plans  were  in  an 
advanced  stage  of  preparation. 
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Examination  of  Employees 

Medical  Examination  of  Council  Employees  in  connection  with 
the  Sickness  Pay  Scheme  and  Superannuation  was  carried  out  as 
necessary.  Six  were  examined  in  connection'  with  Sickness  Pay 
Scheme,  one  being  found  unfit.  Twelve  examinations  for  super- 
annuation were  made,  with  one  failure  to  pass.  Additionally,  two 
officers  were  examined  prior  to  employment  and  one  workman  after 
a lengthy  absence  due  to  illness. 

In  submitting  this  Report,  I wish  to  record  my  appreciation 
of  the  capable  help  given  to  me  at  all  times  by  your  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  for  his  assistance  in  completing  this  Report,  and  to 
the  Water  Engineer  for  the  comments  on  Water  Supply  in  Section  D. 

I am,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  TOLLAND. 
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SECTION 

A 

General  Statistics 

Area  (in  acres)  

6,647 

6,647 

Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimate 

of 

home  population  (all  ages)  

14,140 

13,940 

Number  of  houses  in  the  Rate  Book 

at 

31st  December,  1962  

4,411 

4,324 

Number  of  persons  per  acre  

2.13 

2.1 

Rateable  value  at  1st  April,  1962  

....  £100,414 

£98,396 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 

(Estimated)  for  financial  year  1962/3  £426.902 

£412.85 

Vital  Statistics 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births  129 

121 

250 

Illegitimate  births  (13) 

(6) 

(19) 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  1,000 

live  births  = 76 


Illegitimate  live  births  per 
1,000  of  total  live  births 

(England  and  Wales)  = 66 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000 

population  = 17.68 

Adjusted  birth  rate  = 16.6  (comparability  factor  0.94) 

Birth  Rate  (England  and  Wales)  = 18.0  (the  highest  rate  since  1949) 

Note  'on  Adjusted  Birth  Rate 

Local  birth  rates  are  usually  expressed  lin  terms  of  population. 
These  populations  are  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  and 
comprise  persons  of  all  ages,  including  many  who  quite  obviously 
have  no  influence  on  the  reproductive  process.  These  latter  do,  how- 
ever, effect  the  birth,  rate  in  that  a preponderance  of  them  in  the 
population  of  an  area  tends  to  lower,  and  a small  proportion  of  them 
to  raise,  the  true  rate.  Considerable  variation  in  the  size  of  this 
proportion  exists  in  different  areas  and  it  is  therefore  apparent  that 
the  elimination  by  standardisation  of  such  a factor  enables  a truer 
comparison  between  areas. 

A result  on  these  line£,  is  obtained  through  the  issue  by  the 
Registrar  General  of  a comparability  factor  for  each  area  for  use 
with  birth  rates.  The  adjusted  birth  rate  i resulting  from  the  multi- 
plication of  the  crude  birth  rate  of  an  area  by  its  comparability  factor 
may  be  regarded  as  being  comparable  with  the  adjusted  rate  of  any 
other  area  or  with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 
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Male  Female  Total 


Still  births  3 3 6 

(Illegitimate)  ( — ) ( — ) ( — ) 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  = 24.0 

Still  birth  rate  (England  and  Wales)  = 18.1 

Total  live  and  still  births  132  124  256 

(Illegitimate)  (13)  (6)  (19) 


NOTE — The  number  of  still  births  does  not  alter  greatly  nationally 
over  the  years  . The  main  cause  is  probably  difficult  labour, 
and  prevention  is  by  adequate  ante-natal  care. 


Male  Female 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1 years  of  age)  4 1 

(Illegitimate)  (— ) (— ) 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  births — Total  — 20.0 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births — Legitimate  = 21,6 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births — Illegitimate  = 0 


Total 

5 

(— ) 


Infant  mortality  rate  (England  and  Wales)  = 21.6 

(The  lowest  annual  rate  ever  recorded  in  this  country.) 


Male  Female  Total 

Ixeonatal  mortality  (deaths  under  4 weeks 

of  age)  4 15 

(Illegitimate)  (— ) (— ) (— ) 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live 

births  (first  four  weeks)  = 20.0 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  (England  and 

Wales)  = 15.1 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate  (first  week)  per  1,000  live 


births  = 16.0 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (still  births  plus  deaths  during 

the  first  week)  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ...  = 39.1 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (England  and  Wales)  = 30.8 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  = 0 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  ...  = 0 


Male  Female  Total 

Deaths — all  ages  68  69  137 

Death  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  = 9.7 

Adjusted  death  rate  = 13.58  (comparability  factor  1.4) 

NOTE. — This  comparability  factor  is  obtained  and  used,  on  a similar 
principle  to  that  for  comparability  for  births. 

Death  rate  (England  and  Wales)  = 11.9 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES, 

1962 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

— 

— 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  

4 

2 

6 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus  

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  

— 

2 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  

— 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

3 

8 

11 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  

— 

— 

— 

Diabetes  

— 

2 

2 

y 

Vasular  lesions  of  nervous  system  

11 

11 

22 

Coronary  disease,  angina  , 

15 

10 

25 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  

— 

3 

3 

Other  heart  disease 

7 

6 

13 

Other  circulatory  disease  

3 

4 

7 

Influenza  

1 

3 

4 

Pneumonia  

3 

1 

4 

Bronchitis  — 

7 

4 

11 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  

1 

— 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  

1 

— 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  

1 

1 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  

— 

— 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

— ■ 

— 

— 

Congenital  malformations  

1 

2 

3 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease  

5 

7 

12 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

1 

— 

1 

Suicide  

1 

— 

1 

All  other  accidents  

2 

1 

3 

Total  ... 

Causes  of  Death 

68 

69 

137 

Malignant  disease  (Cancer):  22  deaths  were  due  to  this,  i.e.,  16.0% 
of  all  deaths.  Cancer  of  the  lung  killed  1 male,  aged  66,  and  1 female 
aged  51. 


Cardio-Vascular  disease:  This  caused  70  deaths,  mainly  in  old 
people,  i.e.,  51.1%  of  all  deaths. 

Respiratory  disease:  (Influenza,  pneumonia,  bronchitis  and  other 
respiratory  disease)  caused  20  deaths,  i.e.,  14.6%  of  all  deaths. 
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ACCIDENTAL  DEATHS,  1962 

Industrial  Accidents:  3 deaths  occurred,  a man  of  40  who  died 
of  injuries  sustained  in  a local  coal  mine  when  dragged  into  a coal 
cutting  machine,  and  a second  miner  aged  58  who  wTas  struck  by  a 
derailed  tub  in  a colliery.  The  third  death  was  a female  aged  16 
who  died  from  burns  received  in  an  Office  fire. 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents:  1 male  aged  63  who  died  from  multiple 
injuries  following  an  impact  with  a motor  vehicle  while  riding  a 
bicycle. 


Suicide:  There  was  1 case  during  the  year — male  aged  53  from 
coal-gas  poisoning. 

INFANT  MORTALITY,  1962— Deaths  under  one  year  of  age. 


Male — 5 days 
Male — 1 hour 
Male — 6 hours 
Male — 1 day 
Female — 2 weeks 


Atalectasis  and  immaturity. 

Prematurity  and  congenital  abnormalities. 
Prematurity. 

Cardiac  failure,  anaemia  and  Rh  incompatibility 
Broncho-pneumonia  and  achondroplasia 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS 


1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

Population  

No  .of  inhabited 

12,970 

13,160 

13,300 

13,480 

13,650 

13,940 

14,140 

houses  ... 

4,074 

4,123 

4,157 

4,205 

4,257 

4,324 

4,411 

No.  of  live  births  ... 

257 

284 

244 

264 

278 

258 

250 

Birth  rate  (crude)... 

19.8 

21.6 

18.3 

19.6 

20.3 

18.5 

17.7 

No.  of  still  births  ... 

6 

12 

9 

8 

6 

4 

6 

Maternal  mortality  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

« — 

— 

No.  of  infant  deaths. 
Infant  mortality 

5 

12 

5 

10 

13 

3 

5 

rate  . . . 
No.  of  deaths 

19.5 

42.3 

20.5 

37.9 

46.7 

11.6 

20.0 

(all  ages)  ... 

112 

115 

126 

130 

117 

116 

137 

Death  rate  (crude)  . 

8.6 

8.7 

9.5 

9.6 

8.5 

8.3 

9.7 

( 


SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority: 

1.  J.  TOLLAND,  L.R.C.P.,  (Ed.)  L.R.C.S.,  (Ed.)  L.R.F.P.S.,  (Glas.) 

D.P.H. 

2.  THOMAS  E.  POINTON,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  Public  Health 

Inspector. 

The  Urban  District  Council  is  the  sanitary  authority  responsible 
for  the  environmental  services.  It  delegates  to  its  Health  Com- 
mittee “ Authority  and  power  to  institute  any  proceedings  or  to  do  any' 
act  which  the  Council  might  have  instituted  or  done  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  nuisances  and  the  safeguarding  of  public  health  but  not  the 
raising  of  any  loans  or  the  making  of  any  rate  or  contract.” 

The  following  additional  committees  are  responsible  in  one 
form  or  another  with  matters  of  public  health:  Water,  Housing  and 
Planning  and  Buildings. 

The  local  authority  of  Biddulph  has  no  major  responsibilities 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946.  The  County  Council 
is  both  Local  Health  and  Local  Sanitary  Authority  as  well  as  Local 
Education  Authority.  It  has  assumed  new  and  diverse  responsibilities 
under  the  Act.  It  is  responsible  for  the  following  services:  maternity 
and  child  welfare,  domiciliary  midwifery,  vaccinations  and  immunisa- 
tion, an  ambulance  service,  a health  visiting  service,  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Mental  Services,  “ care  and  after  care  ” and  the 
provision  of  home  nursing  and  “ home  helps.” 

The  following  are  the  principal  services  provided  by  the 
County  Council  and  utilised  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Urban  District. 

1.  — Ambulance  Services  (Section  27) 

There  are  three  vehicles — one  ambulance  and  two  sitting  cars 
and  a staff  of  6 consisting  of  an  ambulance  officer  and  5 drivers.  A 
new  Ambulance  Station  was  opened  in  September,  1960. 

2.  Maternity,  Home  Nursing  and  Domestic  Help  Services 
(Sections  23,  25  and  29) 

There  are  now  two  district  nurse  midwives,  also  two  whole- 
time midwives. 

The  Leek  Area  Health  Committee,  under  Section  29,  is  res- 
ponsible for  the  appointment  of  domestic  helps  (home  helps).  Their 
function  is  to  give  assistance  in  the  home  during  the  incapacity  of  a 
wife  or  mother  and  they  do  not  undertake  any  nursing  duties. 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  for  the  other  special  health 
services,  viz.:  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  the  School  Medical 
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Service.  There  are  three  Health  Visitors  for  the  supervision  of 
nursing  mothers  and  school  children.  All  have,  ,in  addition,  duties 
under  the  direction  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  (Chest  Physician), 
which  involve  the  supervision  of  families  with  tuberculosis  and  the 
tracing  and  following  up  of  all  contacts  with  a case  of  active 
tuberculosis.  The  County  Council’s  new  Welfare  Clinic  was  opened 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

Biddulph  is  served  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service, 
Stafford.  This  is  directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the 
Ministry  of  Health.  It  is  a component  of  a free  national  laboratory 
service  for  England  and  Wales.  The  work  of  the  Laboratory  is 
designed  to  assist  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  general 
practitioners  in  the  diagnosis,  prevention  and  control  of  communicable 
diseases.  Its  activities  include  the  examination  of  throat  and  nose 
swabs,  sputum,  blood  and  excreta  of  human  origin  as  aids  to  diagnosis 
of  suspected  and  actual  infectious  diseases.  Its  sanitary  work  includes 
mainly  the  bacteriological  examination  of  drinking  water,  the  testing 
of  sampled  milk  for  cleanliness  and  for  the  presence  of  the  tubercle 
bacillus  and  other  pathogenic  organisms,  and  the  bacteriological 
testing  of  ice-cream,  synthetic  cream,  and  shellfish  as  dis- 
tributed to  the  user  or  consumer.  Its  staff  is  available  to  participate 
in  the  investigation  of  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  in  the  area 
which  it  serves  with  general  aim  of  preventing  or  controlling  disease. 

Sputum:  During  1962  the  laboratory  service  investigated  56 
specimens  of  sputum  submitted  for  examination  for  the  tubercle 
bacillus.  All  the  specimens  were  examined  by  direct  microscopy  and 
none  were  positive  to  this  test.  56  were  submitted  to  examination  by 
cultural  methods,  and  2 of  these  were  positive  for  tubercule  bacilli. 

Faeces:  391  specimens  were  submitted  in  connection  with  a 
dysentery  outbreak,  223  initial  and  168  follow-up  samples.  Of  the 
223  initial  samples  81  were  positive  for  Sh  Sonnei,  and  of  the  repeat 
samples,  43  were  positive. 

Milk:  The  Laboratory  continues  to  report  on  the  results  of 
biological  tests  for  tuberculosis  in  samples  of  milk  submitted  to  it 
by  the  County  Council  and  sold  retail  in  the  Urban  District.  63 
such  samples  were  examined  in  1962  and  none  was  found  to  be 
positive  for  tubercle  bacilli.  All  the  samples  were  ordinary  tuberculin 
tested  milk.  This  is  the  ninth  successive  year,  and  among  609 
samples,  that  no  positive  sample  of  milk  has  been  recorded.  This 
is  a measure  of  the  improved  condition  of  herds.  The  County  Council 
Milk  Sampling  Officer  also  submitted  to  the  laboratory  during  the 
year  188  samples  for  bacteriological  examination.  45  of  these  were 
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submitted  to  the  phosphatase  test — a test  for  pasteurisation — none 
failed.  27  were  given  the  turbidity  test — a test  done  on  milk  sold  as 
sterilised  milk — and  all  passed.  155  samples  were  submitted  to  the 
methylene  blue  tests — a test  for  bacterial  presence,  which  measures 
the  cleanliness  of  the  milk.  6 samples — tuberculin-tested  type — failed 
to  pass  the  test. 

A Table  showing  these  results  is  on  page  11. 

Vaccines:  The  laboratory  distributes  in  the  prevention  of  disease, 
diphtheria  prophylactic,  and  calf  lymph  for  smallpox  vaccination. 

It  makes  available  measles  prophylactic  for  the  passive  immunisations 
of  contacts  and  distributes  outfits  for  the  collection  of  pathological 
material. 

A stock  of  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  prophylactic  and' 
poliomyelitis  vaccine  is  kept  in  the  Council  Office  at  Biddulph  for 
the  convenience  of  the  general  practitioners,  and  for  use  at  the  infant 
welfare  clinic. 

Hospitals 

The  following  hospitals  are  available  for  various  forms  of 
treatment:  general,  acute  and  chronic,  sanatoria, ; mental  and 
infectious  diseases — Bucknall  Hospital;  North  Staffs.  Royal  Infirmary; 
Haywood  Hospital;  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Hartshill;  Congleton  War 
Memorial  Hospital;  Longton  Cottage  Hospital;  City  General  Hospital, 
Stoke-on-Trent;  Moorlands  Hospital,  Leek;  Cheadle  Hospital;  West- 
cliffe  Hospital,  Chell;  Groundslow  Sanatorium  and  Cheshire  Joint 
Sanatorium  at  Loggerheads  near  Market  Drayton;  St.  Edwards 
Hospital,  Leek;  Biddulph  Grange  Orthopaedic  Hospital;  Lymewood 
Hospital,  Newcastle  and  Stanfield  Hospital,  Burslem.  AH  except 
Congleton  War  Memorial  Hospital  are  administered  by  Manehoctor^Rn^'t 
Regional  Hospital  Board.  Geographical  hospital  boundaries  have 
been  greatly  widened  by  the  Regional  arrangements  under  the  Act. 

The  problem  of  the  disposal  of  the  chronic  sick  continues  to  increase 
in  spite  of  the  large  number  of  beds  allocated  for  this  purpose. 

Maternity  cases,  in  an  emergency,  are  received  at  the  City 
General  Hospital,  Stoke-on-Trent.  Part  of  the  maternity  wing  of  the 
Haywood  Hospital  is  jnow  available  for  normal  cases  without  charge, 
and  part  is  still  on  a fee-paying  basis  (private  beds).  Cases  enter 
the  Limes  Maternity  Hospital,  Stoke-on-Trent,  and  Congleton  War 
Memorial  Hospital. 

Mortuary 

The  Council’s  mortuary  is  situated  in  Wharf  Road.  Essential 
equipment  is  provided  by  the  local  authority  and  a mortuary 
attendant  is  available  when  required.  The  mortuary  was  used  on 
five  occasions  during  1962,  and  two  post-mortems  were  carried  out. 
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SECTION  C 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 
OTHER  DISEASES 

The  prevalence  of  notifiable  infectious  and  other  disease  during 
the  year  showed  a marked  decrease. 

The  number  of  confirmed  notifications  of  infectious  disease  in 
1962  was  64  compared  to  592  in  1961  and  86  in  1960. 

A table  showing  the  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  during 
1962  appears  in  the  report  on  page  17. 

Biddulph  is  fortunate  in  that  the  infectious  Disease  Isolation 
Hospital  for  the  area  is  at  Bucknall — a comparatively  short  distance 
away.  This  receives  all  types  of  infectious  disease  apart  from  small- 
pox which  is  treated  at  the  Witton  Smallpox  Hospital,  Birmingham. 
Bucknall  Hospital  is  administered  by  the  . Stoke-on-Trent  Hospital 
Management  Committee.  Admission  is  arranged  directly  by  the  local 
general  practitioners  and  transport  is  provided  by  the  local  Ambulance 
Service. 

Scarlet  Fever 

This  disease  was  less  prevalent  in  1962—3  cases  occurred 
compared  to  13  in  1961  and  5 in  1960. 

The  disease  in  general  is  now  a very  mild  one. 

Whooping  Gough 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year  compared  to  59  in  1960. 

I am  convinced  that  mothers  should  have  their  children 
immunised  against  this  disease.  There  is  no  doubt  that  such 
immunisation  lessens  the  effect  of  the  illness,  making  it  difficult  to 
diagnose  in  many  cases.  The  children  can  be  immunised  by  the 
general  practitioners  or  at  the  Welfare  Clinic,  preferably  by  using 
a combined  antigen  which  affords  protection  against  both  diphtheria 
and  tetanus  at  the  same  time.  The  initial  course  of  immunisation 
consists  of  three  injections,  commencing  when  the  baby  is  approxi- 
mately six  months  old. 

Acute  Poliomyeliitis 

The  district  was  again  free  of  this  disease  during  1962.  The 
figures  of  cases  for  the  last  few  years  are  shown  on  page  18. 

Certain  groups  of  the  general  population  were  immunised 
during  1962  against  the  disease,  by  general  practitioners  and  County 
Council  staff.  Vaccination  is  now  available  to  all  under  40  years  of 
age. 
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Measles 

The  periodicity  of  this  disease  was  again  shown,  when  in  1962 
only  7 cases  occurred  compared  to  506  in  1961.  The  figures  for  the 
last  few  years  as  seen  on  page  18  bear  out  this  fact. 

No  case  was  admitted  to  Bucknall  Hospital.  The  disease  is 
normally  relatively  mild. 

Diphtheria 

There  has  again  been  no  case  in  Biddulph.  Continued  freedom 
from  this  disease  is  dependent  on  complete  immunisation  of  the 
childhood  population.  Parents  should  be  fully  aware  of  their  duty 
to  have  the  children  immunised  in  infancy.  The  state  of  immunity 
is  achieved  by  three  injections  with  one  month  between,  and  should 
be  commenced  at  six  months  of  age.  A booster  dose  should  be  given 
at  age  5 years,  and  it  is  desirable  to  give  a further  booster  during 
school  life,  at  age  8 — 10  years. 

Dysentery 

The  outbreak  of  Sonnei  Dysentery  centred  on  children  attend- 
ing Knypersley  County  Primary  School,  which  commenced  in  late 
1961,  continued  into  the  early  part  of  the  year.  Though  not  dangerous, 
this  can  be  a disturbing  complaint.  It  is  one  of  the  most  difficult 
diseases  to  control,  spread  being  materially  assisted  by  poor  standards 
of  personal  hygiene.  As  can  be  expected,  therefore,  spread  by  direct 
contact  is  rapid  among  young  school  children.  Strict  personal  hygiene 
is  the  only  means  of  prevention  of  spread,  and  this  can  be  much  more 
difficult  to  achieve  in  a school  than  at  home. 
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Acute  Pneumonia 

This  disease  decreased  in  1962  to  5 cases,  compared  to  14  in 
1961.  The  majority — 4 — were  over  58  years  of  age.  No  admission 
was  made  to  Hospital. 

Food  Poisoning 

No  case  was  notified  in  1962. 

Tuberculosis 

The  year  commenced  with  a total  of  80  persons  on  the  Register 
and  a further  6 persons  were  added  during  the  year — all  new  cases. 
It  was  possible  to  semove  6 names  from  the  Register  so  that  a total 
of  80  persons  remained  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1962. 

The  new  cases  are  always  of  interest. 

Four  were  of  pulmonary  type.  The  ages  were: — 

Male — 32  years. 

Females: — 19,  37  and  54  years. 

The  two  non-pulmonary  cases  were  male  aged  4 years — tonsil 
and  glands  of  neck,  male  aged  41,  with  renal  infection. 

Over  the  last  ten  years  the  number  of  cases  has  been . fairly 
steady.  The  proportion  of  cases  in  Biddulph  at  31-12-62  is  six  per 
1,000  population. 

The  Health  Visitors  provide  progress  reports  on  tuberculosis 
patients  already  on  the  register  and  reports  upon  environmental 
conditions  of  new  patients. 

Progress  reports  should  be  submitted  on  every  patient  each 
six  months  and  an  environmental  report  is  required  on  each  new 
patient,  so  that  contacts  can  be  brought  in  for  examination. 
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Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

The  following  figures  have  been  supplied  to  me  by  the  Leek 
Area  Health  Office  of  the  County  Council  showing  the  work  done  in 
the  District  under  the  County  Council’s  Vaccination  and  Immunisation 
Scheme. 

DIPHTHERIA 

Primary  Immunisations  caried  out  Under  1 year  4 

during  1962  Is — 4 years  51 

5 — 9 years  2 

10—14  years  — 

57 

Reinforcing  Doses  5—  9 years  7 

10 — 14  years  1 

8 

WHOOPING  COUGH  VACCINATION 

Primary  Vaccination  carried  out  0 — 4 years  85 

during  1962  5 — 14  years  5 

90 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 

Primary  0 — 1 year  27 

1 — 4 years  .........  85 

5 — 14  years  154 

15  and  over  184 

450 

RE-VACCINATION 

0 — 1 year  — 

1 — 4 years  4 

5 — 14  years  32 

15  and  over  200 

236 
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DASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  OCCURING  IN  1962 
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Tuberculosis 
Respiratory 
Meninges  and  C.N.S. 
Other 


BIDDULPH  URBAN  DISTRICT— CONFIRMED  NOTIFICATIONS  1953—1962 
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Non-Respiratory 
Puerperal  pyrexia 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 


TUBERCULOSIS,  1962 
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SECTION  D 


Water  Supplies 

Overall  consumption  during  the  year  has  been  rather  lowei 
than  obtained  during  1961,  but  due  to  a falling  off  of  the  supply 
available  from  the  shallow  sources,  Biddulph  Park  Springs  and 
Nettlebeds  Well,  the  demand  upon  Elmhurst  Borehole  was,  in  fact, 
increased  such  that  the  yearly  average  rate  of  abstraction  was  for 
the  first  time  in  excess  of  400,000  gallons  per  day,  with  a peak  level 
during  January,  of  433,000  gallons  per  day. 

During  January,  the  water  level  in  the  borehole  dropped  during 
pumping  a further  10  feet  to  80  feet  below  ground  level,  and 
continued  to  fall  during  the  course  of  the  year  to  90  feet  below  ground 
level. 

The  deterioration  of  the  water  supply  position  has  been 
referred  to  in  previous  Reports,  and  has,  since  1959,  been  the  subject 
of  urgent  consideration  by  the  Council,  whose  primary  objective  has 
been  the  establishment  of  a further  borehole  to  supplement  supplies. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  after  consultations  with  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  and  the  Staffordshire  Potteries 
Water  Board,  the  Council  were  on  the  verge  of  final  discussions  as  to 
whether  the  scheme  for  a new  borehole  should  be  pursued  or  alterna- 
tive proposals  of  the  Board  adopted.  The  latter,  which  would  be 
contingent  upon  amalgamation  with  the  Board  in  accordance  with 
Government  policy,  would  entail  the  laying  of  a trunk  main  from  the 
Board’s  area  of  supply  into  the  south  of  the  District. 

Publicity  was  again  given  during  the  year  to  the  need  for  care 
and  conservation  in  the  use  of  water,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that 
during  the  ensuing  year  until  one  or  other  of  the  schemes  of  augmen- 
tation is  implemented,  there  may  be  difficulties  in  maintaining  at 
all  times,  an  adequate  and  unrestricted  supply  throughout  the  District. 

There  have  been  no  major  works  of  mains  renewal  carried 
out  during  the  year,  but  additional  mains  have  been  laid  to  afford 
supply  to  new,  private  residential  development  in  Lyndhurst  Drive 
(Brown  Lees),  Broadmeadows  Estate  (Woodhouse  Lane),  and  Mill 
Hayes  Road. 

At  present  4,366  houses  comprising  99%  of  the  population  have 
a piped  supply  to  the  premises  with  only  45  houses  having  no  piped 
supply  from  the  Council’s  mains,  having  supplies  from  private 
sources. 
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MONTHLY  YIELD  OF  WATER  SUPPLIES  AT  SOURCE  (1962) 

(Thousands  of  gallons  per  24  hours) 


Borehole 

Springs 

Well 

Elmhurst 

Biddulph  Park 

Nettlebeds 

Total 

January  

...  433 

103 

20 

556 

February  

...  409 

106 

25 

540 

March  

...  420 

96 

18 

534 

April  

...  398 

90 

25 

513 

May  

...  388 

93 

20 

501 

June  

...  398 

87 

17 

502 

July  

...  394 

91 

17 

502 

August  ... 

88 

7 

480 

September  

...  398 

88 

14 

500 

October 

...  388 

88 

15 

491 

November  

, ...  402 

87 

11 

500 

December  

...  402 

84 

15 

501 

Daily  Average:  401 

91 

17 

509 

Total  water 

drawn  from 

the  above  sources  during  the 

year — 

185,371,000  gallons. 


Number  of  metered  supplies — 

320 

Total 

water  supplied  by  meter — 

33,603,000 

(i) 

Industry — 

12,152,000 

(ii) 

Schools,  Hospitals — 

5,306,000 

(iii) 

Horticulture — 

377,000 

(iv) 

Leek  R.D.C.  (Bulk  Supply) 

292,000 

(v) 

Farms  and  Others — 

15,476,000 

Overall  consumption  per  person  per  day  on  basis  of  average  (June, 
1962)  consumers  population  of  14,140  approx. — 36.0  gallons. 

Overall  consumption  (non-metered  supplies  only) — 29.6  gallons  per 
person  per  day. 
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SAMPLES— WATER  SUPPLIES 
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PUBLIG  HEALTH  ACT  INSPECTIONS 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  principle  work  undertaken 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  etc.,  during  the  year.  83  complaints 
were  received  and  investigated.  63  preliminary  notices  were  served. 
Inspections  and  revisits  made  with  respect  to: — 


Housing  and  other  defects 191 

Nuisances  or  defects  found 119 

Nuisances  or  defects  remedied 86 

Drainage 175 

Closet  conversions 326 

Sewers  and  Culverts  16 

Water  supply  (sampling,  etc.)  31 

Caravans 12 

Miscellaneous 72 

Refuse  Accommodation  47 

Refuse  collection,  etc 157 

Interviews — owners  and  tradesmen 37 

Infectious  disease  and  disinfections 5 

Visits  re  Dysentery 324 


SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

(a)  Sewage  Works 

The  main  concern  of  the  Council  during  the  year  has  been  the 
question  of  the  extensions  now  accepted  as  being  necessary  to  the 
works  in  order  to  be  able  to  treat  satisfactorily  the  increasing  flow 
arising  from  new  development  in  the  district. 

Until  extensions  can  be  completed  it  is  clear  that  no  material 
improvement  of  the  standard  of  effluent  at  present  being  discharged 
from  the  works  can  be  expected.  Following  a preliminary  report  by 
the  Surveyor  in  February,  1962,  the  Council  decided  to  refer  the 
matter  to  Consulting  Engineers,  and  Messrs.  G.  H.  Hill  and  Sons,  of 
Manchester  were,  in  May,  appointed  for  the  purpose  and  requested 
to  submit  a scheme  and  estimate  of  cost  for  the  necessary  works  of 
extension.  The  year  closed  with  the  expectation  that  the  Consultant’s 
report  would  be  to  hand  very  shortly. 

(b)  Sewerage  generally 

The  Biddulph  Moor  Sewerage  Scheme,  on  which  work 
commenced  in  August,  1960,  continued  to  make  good  progress  and 
by  the  end  of  the  year  the  laying  of  new  sewers  was  complete.  The 
connecting  of  house  drains  to  the  new  sewers  and  the  conversion  of 
pail  closets  ,etc.,  also  made  good  progress.  184  conversions  had  been 
completed  by  the  end  of  the  year,  leaving  40  still  to  be  carried  out. 

In  addition  to  the  conversions  36  other  properties  were 
connected  to  the  new  sewers  resulting  in  the  abolition  of  20  septic 
tanks  and  cesspools. 
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When  the  scheme  is  finally  completed  232  properties  will  be 
connected  to  the  new  sewers  of  which  195  were  served  by  pail  closets. 

25  applications  for  Standard  Grants  have  been  received  from 
owners  of  properties  in  the  Biddulph  Moor  Area  now  connected  to  the 


new  sewers. 

Closet  Accommodation 

Number  of  houses  served  by  water  closets 4.187 

Number  of  houses  served  by  privies 5 

Number  of  houses  served  by  privy  pails 219 

Particulars  of  conversions  made  during  the  year: — 

Pails  converted  to  water  closets  92 


Public  Conveniences 

Early  in  1962  a tender  was  accepted  for  the  construction  of 
new  conveniences  at  Knypersley,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  con- 
sruction  was  well  advanced. 

Vandalism  in  the  Wharf  Road  conveniences,  although  a little 
less  evident  than  in  previous  years,  still  continues  to  be  a matter  for 
concern. 

Clean  Air  Act 

A smoke  recording!  apparatus  which  was  installed  in  1959 
continued  in  operation  throughout  the  year.  The  readings  taken  from 
the  machine  show  that  smoke  pollution  is  higher  than  that  observed 
at  comparably  sized  towns  in  the  South,  probably  due  in  the  main 
to  the  higher  domestic  coal  consumption  rate. 

No  action  has  yet  been  taken  in  connection  with  smoke  control 
areas,  but  the  Council  approved  during  the  year  the  adoption  of  the 
Byelaw  concerning  the  provision  of  smokeless  fuel  appliances  in  new 
houses. 

Caravans 

Under  the  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act  1960, 
occupiers  of  sites  and/or  caravans  are  required  to  obtain  Licences. 
The  Act  is  designed  to  control  sites  both  from  the  planning  and 
public  health  aspects.  No  site  licences  were  issued  during  the  year, 
but  one  application  for  a new  site  for  21  caravans  was  still  under 
consideration.  Three  sites  on  which  caravans  were  already  stationed 
and  which  were  unlicenced  were  receiving  attention  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  Council’s  refuse  collection  services  have  operated  efficiently 
throughout  the  year.  A regular  weekly  collection  of  house  refuse 
has  been  maintained  throughout  the  district,  with  the  exception  of 
properties  in  the  more  remote  parts  of  the  area.  The  district  is 
serviced  by  two  refuse  collection  vehicles,  one  full  time  and  one  for 
an  average  of  two  and  a half  days  per  week. 
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All  house  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  the 
Bemmersley  Refuse  Tip. 

The  vehicle  engaged  part  time  on  refuse  collection  is  equipped 
with  interchangeable  bodies  and  also  undertakes  the  collection  of 
nightsoil,  the  emptying  of  septic  tanks,  cesspools,  etc.,  and  the 
cleansing  of  street  gullies.  The  work  of  nightsoil  collection  has  been 
reduced  considerably  during  the  post  war  years,  due  to  the  various 
closet  conversion  schemes,  until  at  present  the  remaining  pails  and 
privies  (233),  most  of  which  are  emptied  weekly,  necessitate  the  use 
of  the  vehicle  for  one  and  a half  days  per  week.  All  nightsoil 
collected  is  tipped  at  the  sewage  works. 

It  is  of  interest  and  a source  of  satisfaction  to  state  that  since 
the  war  1,073  pail  closets  have  been  converted  to  water  closets.  This 
is  a considerable  contribution  to  public  health,  and  although  the 
cost  to  the  Council  has  been  heavy,  a saving  has  been  made  in  the 
cost  of  nightsoil  collection. 

Salvage 

The  collection  and  separation  of  waste  paper  was  continued 
during  the  year,  but  a restriction  on  weights  sent  to  the  mills 
reduced  the  tonnage  compared  to  previous  years. 

Income  for  financial  year  1962-3  was  as  follows: — 


Waste  Paper,  etc.  (159  tons)  £1,281 

Miscellaneous  52 


£1,333 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 
Act,  1949,  the  local  authority  is  responsible  for  ensuring  as  far  as 
possible  that  the  district  is  kept  free  from  rats  and  mice.  Occupiers 
have  a legal  responsibility  to  notify  the  local  authority  if  rats  and  mice 
are  living  on  or  resorting  to  their  land  and  buildings  in  substantial 
numbers. 

A further  maintenance  treatment  of  the  Council’s  sewers  was 
carried  out,  revealing,  as  in  recent  years,  little  evidence  of  rats.  The 
refuse  tip  at  Black  Bull  and  the  sewage  works  were  treated  as  and 
when  necessary. 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  work  undertaken  during 
the  year. 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION 
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I.  Number  of  properties  in  Local  Authority’s  District 

I.  Number  of  properties  inspected  as  a result  of: 

(a)  Notification  

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act  

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.,  when  visited  primarily  for 

some  other  purpose)  

[II.  Total  inspections  carried  out — including  re-inspections 

:v.  Number  of  properties  inspected  (in  Sect.  II)  which 
were  found  to  be  infested  by: — 

(a)  Rats 

(Major)  

(Minor)  

(b)  Mice 
(Major) 

(Minor)  

V.  Number  of  infested  properties  (in  Sect.  IV)  treated 
bv  the  L.A 

i 

i/I.  Total  treatments  carried  out — including  re-treatments 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


1.  Inspections 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Nurnbe: 

Inspections 

r of 

Written 

Notices 

(i)  Factories  without  mechanical 
power  (S.l.2.3.4.6.)  

(ii)  Factories  with  mechanical 
power  (S.7)  

34 

29 

(iii)  Other  premises  under  the 
Act  (excluding  out-workers’ 
premises)  

4 

i 

(iv)  Outworkers  

15 

Total  ... 

53 

29 

— ■ 

2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found 

Particulars 

Defects 

Found 

Defects 

Remedied 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 

(a)  Insufficient  

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  .. 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes... 

— 

— 

Other  offences  

__ 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

— 

— 
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SECTION  E— HOUSING 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  Private  Enterprise  86 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  Local  Authority  10 


Total  ...  96 

1.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  the  Public  Health  or 


Housing  Acts)  t 17 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  for  the  purpose  60 


2.  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 


be  unfit  for  human  habitation  — 

(b)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head  2 (a) 
above)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitation  8 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  the  Service 
of  Formal  Notices 

Number  of  houses  where  defects  were  remedied  13 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

(a)  Notices  served  under  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act 

1957  — 

(b)  Notices  served  under  Public  Health  Acts  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  ...» 3 

(c)  Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of 

Formal  Notices 1 


(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1957  — 

(e)  Number  of  houses  included  under  sub-head  3 (d) 

above,  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  was 
accepted  by  the  Council > — 

(f)  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  — 

(g)  Number  of  unfit  houses  demolished  9 

(h)  Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  — 

Some  progress  was  made  during  the  year  on  the  clearance  of 
unfit  houses.  The  nine  families  occupying  the  houses  in  the  Magpie 
Cottages  Clearance  Order  were  rehoused  and  the  houses  demolished. 

Preliminary  steps  were  taken  to  deal  with  the  Brook  Street, 
Brown  Lees  area,  where  17  houses  were  considered  to  be  unfit  for 
human  1 r bitation. 
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Rent  Act,  1957 

No  application  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were  received  during 
the  year. 

Improvement  Grants 

The  Council  decided  during  the  early  part  of  the  year  to 
consider  applications  for  Discretionary  Grants.  Two  applications 
were  received  of  which  one  was  refused  and  one  still  under 
consideration. 

The  payment  of  Standard  Grants  for  the  provision  of  bath- 
rooms, hot  water  supplies,  water  closets,  etc.,  is  obligatory  on  the 
Council  and  during  the  year  30  such  applications  were  received 
involving  maximum  grants  totalling  £3,675  of  which  29  were 
approved.  Since  the  scheme  commenced  in  June,  1959,  to  31st 
December,  1962,  122  applications  have  been  received,  of  which  6 
were  refused.  Of  those  approved  99  were  from  owner-occupiers  and 
17  concerned  other  dwellings. 

The  provision  of  standard  amenities  to  27  houses  was  com- 
pleted during  the  year  involving  the  provision  of  23  baths,  24  wash- 
hand  basins,  17  hot  water  supplies,  19  water  closets,  and  13  food 
stores.  206  inspections  and  re-inspections  were  made. 
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SECTION  F 


Slaughterhouses  and  Meat  Inspection 

There  are  three  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  used 
by  5 butchers  and  all  have  been  brought  up  to  the  new  standards  of 
construction. 

As  in  previous  years  a 100%  inspection  of  all  carcases  has  been 
carried  out. 

A table  giving  details  of  animals  killed  and  meat  condemned 
is  given  at  the  end  of  this  Section. 

Food  Premises  Generally 

Routine  inspections  of  food  premises  was  continued  through- 
out the  year,  with  particular  attention  being  paid  to  premises  where 
food  is  prepared  such  as  canteens,  kitchens,  butchers’  shops,  etc. 
Considerable  improvement  has  taken  place  during  the  past  few  years 
in  the  standard  of  hygiene  in  food  premises,  but  constant  attention 
to  this  matter  must  continue. 

Many  food  shops  are  now  using  modern  refrigerated  display 
and  frozen  food  cabinets  which  reduce  the  possibility  of 
contamination. 

The  number  of  premises  registered  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act  1955,  is  as  follows: — 

(a)  Storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  54 

(four  of  whom  manufacture  and  the  remainder  sell 
pre-packed  ice-cream). 

(b)  Preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or  potted, 

pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  11 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  various  types  of  food 
premises  in  the  area,  together  with  details  of  inspections  made: — 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Ice  Cream  Premises  

54 

19 

Butchers’  Shops  

13 

35 

General  Food  Premises  

78 

71 

Bakehouses  

3 

6 

Canteens,  Kitchens,  etc 

15 

41 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops  ... 

4 

15 

Slaughterhouses  

3 

437 

30 


Milk  Supply 

The  sampling  of  milk  for  bacteriological  cleanliness,  biological 
testing  and  for  analysis  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  is  carried 
out  by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council. 

All  milk  sold  retail  is  bottled  and  is  of  three  types  “ Tuberculin 
Tested,”  “ Pasteurised  ” and  “ Sterilised.”  Details  of  samples  taken 
appear  in  Section  B of  the  report. 

There  are  46  persons  registered  as  distributors  of  milk  and  a 
total  of  18  visits  and  inspections  were  made  to  farms,  dairies  and 
milk  shops. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


1 Cattle 

exclud’g 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  and 

inspected  . . . 

119 

653 

7 

2306 

876 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  ... 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  of  organ 
was  condemned 

26 

123 

47 

Percentages  

— 

3.98% 

— 

5.33% 

5.36% 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  of  organ 
was  condemned 

6 

Percentages  

— 

— 

— 

— 

.68% 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Weights  Condemned 

Offal  (Head  and  tongue,  lungs,  liver,  heart,  etc.)  7671bs. 

Carcase  of  sheep  and  part  carcase  of  cow  2601bs. 


All  condemned  meat  is  stained  green  before  leaving  the 
slaughterhouses  and  is  disposed  of  for  animal  feeding  purposes. 

There  are  11  men  licensed  to  slaughter  animals  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts. 

Food  Inspection 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  condemned: — 

Grapes  20  lbs. 


32 


RAINFALL  FOR  1862 


These  figures  were  kindly  supplied  by  the  Biddulph  Grange 
Orthopaedic  Hospital. 


Month 

J anuary  

Rainfall 
in  inches 

3.10 

Month 

July  

Rainfall 
in  inches 

3.97 

February  

1.76 

August  

5.13 

Marcn  

1.34 

September  

3.51 

April  

4.03 

October  

1.44 

May  

3.06 

November  

2.27 

June  

1.11 

December  

3.10 

Total  ...  33.82  inches 
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G.  S.  Hagston, 
Biddulph.  Ph.  2190 


